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Better Things To Care About
IN MARCH 2009, SEATTLE CHIROPRAC-
tor Mike Lewis left home alone on his 2002 
BMW 1150GS Adventure and has since cov-
ered over 60,000 miles, visited 31 different 
countries and touched foot on six conti-
nents. With the trip now over, Mike has had 
time to reflect on the past three years. 

“Of course, there are many memorable 
aspects of the trip, but one thing that took 
me by surprise was the profound effect that 
the children would have on me. I knew that 
I wanted to leave a positive footprint in my 
rearview mirror, but what I had not 

expected was the sense of wanting to give 
something back to the children. Every-
where I traveled, it was always the children 
that would be the first to greet me with a 
wave and a smile. In small towns and vil-
lages they would take my hand and show 
me around while asking me questions about 
myself and where I was from. The children 
were always such great little ambassadors,” 
said Mike.

With the help of friends back home, 
Mike had the foresight to form the non-
profit organization Write Around the 

World (WATW) before leaving on his trip. 
During the course of his travels, the group 
has distributed over $10,000 in assistance 
and delivered over 1,500 pounds of school 
supplies to sponsored projects. 

While traveling, when Mike would come 
across an educational program that was 
making a significant impact on the local 
children and community, he would intro-
duce the project to the board members back 
home via video for consideration of 
sponsorship.
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“There are a lot of good people out there 
doing some amazing work for children, but 
they oftentimes need help to keep it going,” 
said Mike, the group’s president. 

To date, they have sponsored a preschool 
program in rural Guatemala, an afterschool 
program for the working street children in 
Bolivia and an elementary school in an 
extremely poor area of Kenya. According to 
the group’s website, education is the best 
chance these children have of escaping a life 
of extreme poverty. 

Things seem to be catching on and U.S. 
school children are starting to get involved. 
Currently, a Seattle preschool has adopted 
one of the preschools in Guatemala, 
exchanging drawings and letters with each 
other; a local high school has started a 
“Write Around the World Club” with a 
focus on social giving. 

“There is no doubt that this trip has 
changed my life. I feel it has given me a new 
perspective with better things to care about. 
Now that I am back, I am very excited about 
continuing the work we have started,” Mike 
stated. 

WATW’s latest project is raising funds for 
a new schoolhouse for the children of the 
western Kenya project. 

“Last year was a particularly bad rainy 
season and the dirt floor structure with 
plastic sheeting for walls did not fare too 
well. Tragically, we lost a couple of kids to 
malaria this year and the chilgoe flea bur-
rowing into the children’s feet is always a 
concern with the dirt floors. Our goal is to 

build a bigger and safer schoolhouse before 
the next rainy season,” said Mike.

To learn more about Write Around the 
World and to meet some of the children 
they are helping, visit Write-
AroundtheWorld.org. 

Do you know someone who has done the 
extraordinary? A BMW MOA member who 
has gone the extra mile to help others? A 
rider or club that has risen to the occasion? 
Please let us know because we’d like to share 
their story. E-mail rebecca@bmwmoa.org.

WATW sponsors 63 school children, 22 of whom are orphans, in the small village of Nangili in Kenya.




